Nlary Silva listens as the land she once owned at 128 Auburn Stis - :

dedxcafed asanew family. park.. (Express Photo/Enc Baxter) e
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" red througha generatmn that
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~= g ‘Nerway:: maple that Sil-

Burned famﬂy homesite

s city’s newest: park
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: ~Mary Sﬂva rsaldher-mother, :
“'Marig; would have loved the
changes: to the family’s for-
~ merland at 128 Aubum St -
. “She would have loved the .
~grass;” Silva said. “We nev-
" er could grow grass, but she
- loved growing things.”.

K was this sentiment, ‘car—

was the seed for the creation

_The project was a partner-
ship between Troop 91 Boy
Scout Alex Beecy, a ‘Ce,n-

" tral High School senior, and
E NexghborWorks - Greater
_'Manchester, formerly Man--

chester Ne1ghborhood Hous—
ing Services.
The space ‘was former-

» 1y the land for Silva’s fam-
ily home, which: burned .in

2003. After the home was
razed the - small lot became

" a dumping ground for trash

and litter, and was used as
a shorteut for neighborhood

and Chestnut streets.
When Silva began looking

fora buyer for the land, she
~said she wanted to find some-

one who wouldn’t tturn 1t “mto
a parking Jot.”
“My mother never wanted

- that,” Silva said.

After rejectlng‘a few of-

“Troubles’ and 'Bozo’
would feel mgllt at he hlme_

Nelghbdi‘Works which p :

- posed the idea of re tahzmg |

the space. Beecy then epped

into the picture as an Eagle

Scout candldate lookmg for a
pI‘O_}ECt e
“1 wanted to ‘make thls

the best backyard in ' the

c1ty,” Beecy sald durmg the
«] wanted to

" make this the
“best backyard 1n
the mty Do

of the Auburn Street Fami- -

. ly Park, which was dedicated.
: yesterday afternoon.

dedxcanon ‘
. On Sept. 30 he and more '
than 30 Volunteers raked

'shoveled, ‘and planted more:

than 40 trees and shrubs to
create the backyard, and fin-
ished it in just about exght{
hours. The result was an oasis
for city. people and the resi-
dents at the Renaissance IV
affordable housmg units next ;
to the park.

The parkis also one of three

-in'the city finished with help

from the University of New
Hampshlre Cooperative Ex-

*‘tension ds part of a long-etm

urban r‘eneWa‘l effort.
. And rising above it all is

va’s mother planted in 1941.
Tt was also the only growing

thing that survived the ravag-

es of the family dogs Trou—
blesand Bozo. = - -
- “She always wanted grass,”

- Silvasaid. “I think she would

love thlS park 7




